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Kalayaan 2003: Sa Matatag na Republika: Bayan Ko, Sagot Ko!
Her Excellency's Message on the 105th Anniversary of Philippine Independence

Malugod kong binabati ang buong
sambayanang Pilipino kabilang ang ating mga
world-class Filipino workers sa iba’t-ibang panig
ng daigdig sa pagdiriwang ng ating Ika-105 Araw
ng Kasarinlan.
Sa paggunita sa proklamasyon ng ating
kasarinlan at pagkakatatag ng ating Republika
noong Hunyo 12, 1898, isaalala natin ang
katapangan, kabayanihan at pagbubuwis ng
buhay ng ating mga kababayan upang matamo
ang kalayaang tinatamasa natin ngayon. Sa
gayon, higit nating papahalagahan at pagiibayuhin ang pagganap sa ating tungkuling
itaguyod ang isang matatag at masiglang
Republika.
Today, 105 years after, we face diverse challenges
and threats to our democracy that seek to undermine
the freedom won for us by our forebears. These are
the threats and challenges posed by terrorism, mass
poverty, ignorance, graft and corruption, apathy and
lack of opportunity for every Filipino to live a life of
certainty, prosperity and dignity. We are now called
upon to band together as a people to confront these
obstacles and move our country forward towards its
rightful place in the community of nations.
The struggle that won for us our independence
must not and did not end in 1898. The country’s
independence, and potential for greatness, can only

ASEAN-China Entry-Exit Quarantine
Meeting on SARS
The ASEAN-China Entry-Exit Quarantine Meeting
on SARS was held at the Diaoyutai State Guest House’s
Fang Fei Yuan in Beijing on 1-2 June 2003, with
Ambassador Josue L. Villa leading the Philippine
delegation. The Chinese delegation was led by H.E.
Mr. Li Changjing, Minister of the General
Administration of Quality Supervision Inspection and
Quarantine (AQSIQ).

Heads of delegation of ASEAN countries and WHO officials pose for a group
photo with H.E. Vice Premier Madame Wu Yi at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse,
Beijing.

Migrant Workers’ Week Message

As we commemorate the passage into law of
the Migrant Workers’ Act eight years ago, we
honor the millions of Overseas Filipino Workers
(OFWs) who have become - and continue to be in the life of our nation, major players in
ensuring the Philippines’ economic and social
stability.
Our hardworking, enterprising and
l a w -abiding kababayans help keep the
economy afloat during times of financial crisis.
The result of their labor has become evident in
the countryside - with the sight of new houses,
more children going to school and the emergence
of new businesses.

be fully realized if we do our part in continuing the
fight to achieve our national aspirations. In
celebrating this important occasion, let us thus
exhibit the same unity, perseverance and sacrifice
as those of our forebears in building a strong
Republic, able to succeed amidst the challenges and
opportunities of the 21st century and beyond.
Let us all, in our individual and collective
capacities, contribute to national good.
Mabuhay ang Pilipino! Mabuhay ang
matatag na Republika ng Pilipinas!

As we honor them today, we renew the
Department of Foreign Affairs’ commitment to
giving the OFWs full support and assistance in
the areas of welfare and protection. We also look
forward to working with them, as they exercise
their long overdue right of suffrage in the
upcoming 2004 elections.
I have stressed time and again that a worldclass foreign service entails the ability to relate,
to help and to protect our nationals overseas. This
can only be done through genuine empathy,
respect and appreciation for our compatriots. I
assure our kababayans that the Department of
Foreign Affairs will continue to work hand in
hand with them in order to ensure their welfare
and at the same time, bring out the best of what
the Philippines can offer to the world.
Mabuhay ang ating mga OFWs!

President of the Republic of the Philippines
Manila, 12 June 2003

Delegates exchanged ideas on SARS containment
and prevention through screening of passengers at all
entry and exit points. ASEAN and China agreed to
continue cooperative efforts in eradicating the disease.
The Entry-Exit Quarantine Action Plan for Controlling
the Spread of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS) by Governments of ASEAN and the People’s
Republic of China was adopted on 1 June 2003.
The other members of the Philippine delegation
included Dr. Antonio Amparo of the Philippine
Department of Health and the following officials from
the Manila International Airport Authority: Mr.
Marcelino Yumul, Mr. Peter Mutuc, Dr. Augusto Rillo,
and Mr. Alfredo Vasquez. Embassy Second Secretary
Bernadette Fernandez assisted the delegation.
A visit to the Beijing Capital Airport and the
International Health Center of AQSIQ was arranged by
AQSIQ for the members of the delegation on 2 June
2003. Following this exposure trip, the heads of
delegation called on H.E. Madame Wu Yi, Vice Premier
of the State Council and concurrent Minister of Health
and commander-in-chief of the Anti-SARS Action
Center.

BLAS F. OPLE
Secretary of Foreign Affairs

Madame Wu expressed thanks and appreciation
for the support extended by the ASEAN countries to the
Chinese government’s efforts in combating SARS. On
behalf of the Philippine government, Ambassador Villa
congratulated Madame Wu Yi for leading China in
efforts at SARS containment and prevention. He further
expressed the Philippine government’s support to
China’s efforts at dealing with the disease through
international cooperation.

From Right to Left- Dr. Augusto Rillo, Dr. Antonio Amparo, Ms. Bernadette
Fernandez, Ambassador Josue Villa, Mr. Marcelino Yumul, Mr. Peter Mutuc,
Mr. Alfredo Vasquez at the China-ASEAN Entry-Exit Quarantine Meeting on
SARS, Beijing, China.
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DIPLOMATIC NOTES
Philippines-Sino Friendship Day observed

CCP, 8 June 2003

Per Proclamation No. 148 signed in 2002 by
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo declaring June
9 of every year as Philippines-China Friendship
Day, the Philippines celebrated the Friendship Day
for the second time this year. This day also marked
the 28th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between the Philippines and
China. Among this year’s celebrations were the
following:

The Cultural Center of the Philippines (CCP)and
the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China held
a special screening of the epic, “Hari sa Hari, Lahi
sa Lahi” (King and Emperor) and mounted an
international photo exhibition of Steve Zhao’s
works dubbed “China Story” on 8 June 2003 at the
CCP’s Little Theater.

Friendship Night, 7 June 2003

Members of the Chinese-Filipino community in the
Philippines joined hands with Philippine
government officials to once again commemorate
centuries of ties between the peoples of the
Philippines and China. At a friendship dinner on
9 June 2003 at Manila Hotel’s Fiesta Pavilion,
members of the business community and
government officials gathered together to further
enhance relations in business and culture. Both
sides forged a commitment to support endeavors
related to the improvement of overall bilateral ties
between the Philippines and China.

T
h
e
“PhilippinesC h i n a
Friendship
Night” was
held on 7 June
2003 at the
Philamlife
Auditorium in
Manila. Organized by the Association for
Philippines-China Understanding (APCU) and the
Chinese Embassy in Manila to commemorate the
28th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the Philippines and China as well
as the second anniversary of the celebration of
Philippines-China Friendship Day, the evening
program consisted of lively song and dance
numbers.
Luncheon with VP Guingona, 8 June 2003
Vice President Teofisto Guingona, Jr. met with
Chinese Ambassador to the Philippines Wang
Chungui and some members of the ChineseFilipino business community at the President
Restaurant in Binondo, Manila to reaffirm the
warm relations between the Philippines and China.
During the luncheon, Vice President Guingona said
that “China is an important trade and diplomatic
partner of the Philippines.” He added that there is
a big market for Philippine products in China that
is yet to be tapped.

ASEAN + 3 High Level Symposium
on SARS
The ASEAN, China, Japan, and Republic of Korea
(10+3) High-level Symposium on Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) was held from 3 to 4
June 2003 at the Presidential Plaza Beijing State
Guest Hotel.
The Philippines was represented by Dr. Antonio
Amparo, Division Chief of the Bureau of Quarantine
and Surveillance of the Department of Health, and
Embassy Second Secretary Ms. Bernadette Therese
C. Fernandez.
Organized by the Department of International
Cooperation of the Ministry of Health and coorganized by the Chinese Medical Association, the
symposium successfully addressed the need for
participating countries and international

Manila Hotel, 9 June 2003

Media events
Ambassador Josue L. Villa was interviewed by Mr.
Wang Tao and Mr. Ramon Escanillas of the China
Radio International (CRI) on 2 June 2003. The
interview was featured in CRI’s weeklong
celebration of Philippines-China Friendship Day
from 9 to 13 June 2003.
Following
this interview,
M r. W a n g
Chuanjun of
Guangming
Daily, one of
China’s most
important
newspapers,
interviewed Ambassador Villa on the current state
of comprehensive Philippines-China bilateral
relations. The article appeared in the 9 June 2003
issue of the Guangming Daily.

organizations to exchange information and
experience on SARS prevention and treatment,
particularly on epidemiological study, etiological
study, clinical diagnosis and treatment — including
the use of traditional and alternative medicine.
Aside from health officials of the ASEAN + 3
countries, the World Health Organization and health
officials from Mongolia, the United States, the United
Kingdom, France and Canada were invited to attend
the symposium. Embassy representatives were also
invited to attend the meeting.
H.E. Madame Wu Yi, Vice Premier of the State
Council and concurrent Minister of Health and
commander-in-chief of the Anti-SARS Action Center,
attended the opening ceremony with the Vice
Ministers of Health of Laos, Vietnam, the Republic
of Korea and Mongolia. Chinese Vice Foreign
Minister Wang Yi also attended the opening ceremony
with Chinese Vice Health Minister Gao Qiang.

ASEAN Ambassadors meet with State
Councillor Tang Jiaxuan
The ASEAN Committee, Beijing (ACB) hosted
a dinner in honor of H.E. Mr. Tang Jiaxuan, State
Councillor of the People’s Republic of China, on
21 May 2003. State Councillor Tang was
accompanied by MFA Director General for Asian
Department Madame Fu Ying.
State Councillor Tang briefed the ACB on the
SARS situation in China, the North Korea issue,
the Post-Iraq situation, and the future of ASEANChina cooperation.
He promoted the idea of “strategic
partnership” between China and ASEAN as regards
peace, development and prosperity.

Vice FM Wang Yi meets with ASEAN
Ambassadors
H.E. Mr. Wang Yi, Vice Foreign Minister of the
People’s Republic of China, met with the ASEAN
Committee, Beijing (ACB) over lunch on 10 June
2003.
During the luncheon, Vice Minister Wang Yi
briefed the ASEAN Ambassadors on China’s views
in preparation for the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting
and related meetings in Phnom Penh on 16-20
June 2003. He mentioned the need to continue
close cooperation during the ASEAN + 1 and
ASEAN + 3 meetings and the ASEAN Regional
Forum.

Manila hosts Forum on the
Prevention and Containment of
SARS
Chinese airport officials participated in the
ASEAN + 3 Aviation Forum on the Prevention and
Containment of SARS was held in Clark Special
Economic Zone in Pampanga, Philippines, from
15 to 16 May 2003. The 11-member Chinese
delegation was led by Mr. Song Mingchang,
Director General of the General Administration of
Quality Supervision Inspection and Quarantine
(AQSIQ) of the People’s Republic of China.
Pursuant to the Joint Declarations adopted
at the Special ASEAN and ASEAN + China
Leaders’ meetings on SARS in Bangkok,
Thailand, on 29 April 2003, the Philippines
convened the Forum which was participated in
by ASEAN + 3 airport-based officials in charge
of operations, immigration, customs, and health.
Chinese officials from AQSIQ, the General
Administration of Customs, Ministry of Public
Security and the General Administration of Civil
Aviation led support to the success of the Forum.
A Joint Resolution on SARS containment and
prevention was adopted by the heads of delegation
at the end of the meeting.
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS

LEGAL CORNER
Ronnie Pineda, a Filipino, was working aboard a
Singapore-registered vessel, which was then docked at the
Port of Tianjin in northeast China where it unloaded its
cargo. While waiting for the vessel to depart for its next
destination, Ronnie and some of his fellow crew members
entertained themselves by playing mahjong in the vessel’s
game room. After a few rounds of hard liquor, one of Ronnie’s
colleagues, James Doe, a citizen of the Republic of Konikoko,
apparently had too much to drink and was fuming mad
when he began to loose heavily in their mahjong games.
Without provocation, James threw a bottle of beer on the
face of Ronnie who suffered a deep cut on his left eyebrow,
causing a sudden gush of blood to flow. Thinking that he
was in serious physical danger, Ronnie instinctively grabbed
a nearby hammer and hit it on the head of James. The impact
shattered James’ cranium, which led to a massive loss of
blood causing his death. The captain of the vessel informed
the local Chinese authorities of the incident. The local police
noted that the incident took place on board the Singaporeflagged vessel and opined that the Singapore authorities are
responsible for handling the case.
Q: Is the local police correct?
A: There are two prevailing principles in international
law governing the occurrence of crime on board a merchant
vessel docked at a foreign port, namely the French Rule and
the English Rule. Under the French Rule, any incident on
board a merchant vessel falls under the jurisdiction of the
government whose flag the vessel flies. In contrast, the
English Rule provides that the government whose flag the
vessel flies exercises jurisdiction only in cases that do not
affect the peace and order of the third country where the
vessel is docked. In this case, the vessel is registered in
Singapore. Singapore observes the English Rule in case a
crime takes place on board its vessel. The incident led to the
death of an individual, hence, it affected the peace and
tranquility of the Chinese port. Singapore, following the
English Rule, could validly allege that jurisdiction rests with
China. China, as noted in its Criminal Law, follows the
French Rule and would not wish to exercise jurisdiction over
the incident that took place on board a foreign vessel. There
arises, therefore, an apparent conflict since Singapore, the
flag-state, and China, the host-state, follow different legal
principles in resolving crimes which take place on board
merchant vessels docked at foreign ports. Singapore and
China could resolve this conflict-of-laws situation by entering
into an agreement as regards which country should exercise
jurisdiction over the apparent crime that took place. If
neither Singapore nor China wishes to assume jurisdiction
over the incident, the family of James Doe could still go after
Ronnie for civil damages, which could be filed in the
Philippines where Ronnie is a resident.
The French and English Rules apply only to merchant
vessels and not to military and government vessels, which
international law unconditionally recognizes as absolute
territorial extensions of their flag-state and would not be
subject to the jurisdiction of other states.

PROFILE

From the Consul’s Desk

Marie-Charlotte G. Tang
Third Secretary and Vice Consul
Philippine Embassy, Beijing

Minors traveling abroad

(This is the 13th of a series of features on Philippine
diplomats currently serving in China.)

Charlotte is the Embassy’s newest third secretary
and vice consul. However, she is not an unfamiliar
face at the Embassy, having served as attaché in 19951998. Her present posting is her second to China. Her
portfolio includes economic, trade and tourism matters.
Ms. Tang holds a degree in Journalism from the
University of Santo Tomas and an M.A. in Asian Studies
from the University of the Philippines. She also studied
Chinese Language and Literature at the Beijing
University under a joint scholarship offered by the
Philippine and Chinese governments.
Prior to her posting, Ms. Tang worked at the Office
of Secretary of the Department of Foreign Affairs.

Philippine carrier operates despite
SARS
Philippine flag-carrier, Philippine Airlines,
continued to serve its Xiamen and Shanghai routes
despite the presence of the SARS epidemic in China.
The airline’s decision to continue its Chinese routes
contrasted with decisions by other Chinese and foreign
carriers to suspend some operations from and to
Chinese airports.
PAL is one of two commercial carriers designated
by the Philippines to operate under the PhilippinesChina Air Services Agreement. Its operations to
mainland China provided the only direct link between
the mainland and the Philippines after the Chinese
designated carrier operating to Manila decided to
suspend its operations for a month due to the low
turn-out of passengers caused mainly by the SARS
situation in some Chinese cities.
PAL’s dedication to its Chinese routes was greatly
welcomed by Filipinos residing in China who went
home to the Philippines during the summer holidays.
Without PAL’s flights to Shanghai and Xiamen, travelers
to the Philippines had to travel to Hong Kong to board
another airline for the final leg to Manila or Cebu.

The Embassy wishes to remind parents of
Filipino minors (those below 18 years old)
traveling abroad on their own, or with a legal
guardian or traveling companion, that they need
to secure a travel clearance from the Department
of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD).
This is a requirement under Republic Act
7610, also known as “Special Protection of
Children Against Child Abuse, Exploitation and
Discrimination Act”. The purpose of such
provision is to give protection to unaccompanied
children, to ensure that they are traveling abroad
for a valid reason, and to prevent child trafficking.
To secure a travel clearance from the DSWD,
the following supporting documents have to be
submitted:
1. Sworn Affidavit of Parent/s on the
circumstances of the minor’s travel;
2. Pertinent entries in the passport on previous
departure/arrival of minor;
3. Other documents: a) student visa (for
minors studying overseas); b) certification from
the employer attesting to the parent’s employment
(for minors whose parents are overseas Filipino
workers).
The above provision is also applicable if the
minor is accompanied by one parent and they are
to join the other spouse overseas, or when both
parents are already working or residing abroad.

Immigration formalities for Filipinos
leaving the Philippines
The Embassy wishes to inform all Filipinos that
pursuant to Memorandum Order No. ADD-03-013 of
the Bureau of Immigration, Filipinos leaving the
Philippines would only be required to bring valid
passports, valid visas where necessary and round trip
tickets. The BI would not require other documents
except those that maybe required under existing laws,
such as Authority to Travel issued by the Department
of Social Welfare and Development to unaccompanied
Filipino minors. The purpose of the Order was to ensure
that the freedom to travel of every Filipino, as enshrined
in the Philippine Constitution as an inalienable right,
is not infringed through the imposition of a number
of departure formalities.

New faces in the Embassy
Philippines- China
CHRONICLE
is a bi-monthly publication of the
Philippine Embassy in Beijing.
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Jianguomenwai, 100600 Beijing,
People’s Republic of China
Trunklines: (10) 6532 1872, 6532 2451, 6532 2518
Fax No. : (10) 6532 3761
E-mail:beijingpe@cinet.com.cn
www.philembassy-china.org

The number of personnel in the Embassy
has recently been fortified with the arrival of
Msg. Raul R. Guerrero, Mr. Jose R. Magaso,
Ms. Maria Rizarem A. Apolonio, and Mrs.
Maria Teresa E. Narbuada. Their arrival
coincided with the recent departure from
Beijing of Msg. Ramon Cabaring; Mr. Lazaro
Rodolfo Villalobos, who was cross-posted to
the Philippine Consulate General in
Honolulu; Ms. Mercedita Cruz, who retired
from government service; and Mrs. Belen
Chua, who completed her tour of duty.

Msg. Raul Guerrero

Mr. Jose Magaso

Ms. Rizarem Apolonio

Ms. Teresa Narbuada
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Independence Day Message
of H.E. Blas F. Ople
Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines

When, before dusk of 12 June 1898, onehundred and five years ago, General Emilio
Aguinaldo proclaimed to the world the
independence of the Philippines, he declared the
realization of a cherished aspiration. A free and
independent nation had been the dream of our
people, inspiring them to rise in numerous revolts
to overthrow a foreign colonizer.
From Mactan to Kawit, the Lapu Lapus and
Dagohoys, the Diego Silangs and Bonifacios of our
nation had risen to fight injustice and shed blood
for freedom. In Madrid, Paris, Berlin, and other
cities of the world, the Lunas, del Pilars, and Rizals,
empowered by genius and love of country, battled
for the right of the Filipino to stand with dignity
and honor in the community of nations. With
steadfast determination and valor, with bravery
and courage, our people fought. And they won for
us liberty and sovereignty.
When, in Kawit, the Filipino flag—with three
stars representing Luzon, the Visayas, and
Mindanao—was raised and the Philippine
national anthem was played, our people rejoiced,
for they were one in liberty and destiny.
Like our people in Kawit, we now rejoice. But
as our people in Kawit resolved to continue
struggling, in order to keep whole and firm the
fabric of Philippine society, so must we today
continue their struggle. In a certain sense, we have
yet to complete the revolution of a century ago.
We must continue working hard together to fortify
the unity of our people and make more durable
the foundations of our Republic.
Our people must reflect on and appreciate the

history of our nation-extending long before the
arrival of foreign traders, teachers, missionaries,
and colonizers. Our people must recognize our
identical ethnicity and our brotherhood
antedating our differences of creed. Our people
must appreciate the reality that despite our 7,000
islands and our variations of the same language
family, we are one people.
The task of safeguarding and strengthening
our independence requires a steadfast commitment
to national unity and to sustainable
development. These are important elements of
President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo’s vision of a
strong Republic. We Filipinos, united, must
continue fighting hand in hand against poverty
and all its consequences of discontent,
discrimination, and oppression; all its
abominations of illiteracy, corruption, and
criminality—including the scourge of terrorism.
And as we remember with pride our forebears’
heroism, so also do we honor our patriots of today.
Millions of our countrymen labor overseas. Striving
to maximize the development options of their
families, they are winning—with their industry,
their competence, their edifying attachment to
Filipino values—universal respect for the Filipino.
Our people, particularly our youth, profoundly
crave for the completion of our many
revolutions—including our people power
upheavals of 1986 and 2001—and thus, in a
milieu of law and moral rectitude, achieve the full
meaning of our independence.
Together, inspired by the same spirit, we will
achieve!

New Philippine Consul General in
Guangzhou

ASEAN Ambassadors call on CPC’s
Wang Jiarui

Consul General Erlinda Q.
Gavino has assumed her duties as
head of the Philippine Consulate
General in Guangzhou on 30 April
2003. Consul General Gavino
served as third secretary and vice
consul at the Philippine Embassy
in Libreville, Gabon from 1978 to
1981. She was second secretary and consul, later first
secretary and consul at the Philippine Embassy in Paris,
France from 1981 to 1986. In Tokyo, she was assigned as
minister counselor from 1991 to 1996 at the Philippine
Embassy and took up the duties of a chargé d’ affaires, ad
interim, from May to October of 1996. In the home office,
she was Special Assistant to the Undersecretary for Migrant
Workers Affairs.
In 1964, Consul General Gavino graduated from
Maryknoll College with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Business Administration. In 1966, she was a scholar of
the French government, obtaining a diploma in “French
Language” at the University of Aix-Marseille. She earned
a master’s degree at the National Defense College of the
Philippines in 1990.

The ASEAN Committee, Beijing (ACB), led by the
ACB Chairman Ambassador Tran Van Luat and
accompanied by coordinators, called on H.E. Mr.
Wang Jiarui, Head (with rank of Minister) of the
International Liaison Department of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China
(CPCCC), at the Daioyutai State Guest House on
Tuesday evening, 27 May 2003. The ACB also met
with CPC International Liaison Department Vice
Ministers Cai Wu and Zhang Zhijun.
Minister Wang expressed thanks for the
cooperation of the Ambassadors in the course of
scheduling this event which was delayed due to the
SARS crisis.
Minister Wang expressed appreciation for the good
relations between his office and the ASEAN missions in
Beijing in the past years. He made a personal note of
the very good relations that exist with ASEAN embassies
and likened this to a “family.” He expressed the hope
that his office will continue to have good relations with
ASEAN.

May-June 2003

National Day Celebration in Beijing
The 105th anniversary of the declaration of
Philippine Independence with the theme “Sa Matatag
na Republika: Bayan Ko, Sagot Ko” was
commemorated by the Embassy in simple ceremonies
on 12 June 2003. Opting not to host a diplomatic
reception and the traditional Filipino Community
gathering due to the continued health situation in the
capital, Ambassador and Mrs. Josue Villa were joined
by the entire Embassy family in a solemn flag raising
ceremony at the Embassy grounds. This was followed
by a commemorative mass celebrated by Father Arnold
Sprenger before lunch at the Embassy social hall.
Following brief opening remarks by Ambassador
Josue Villa, the independence day messages of H.E.
President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo and Foreign
Secretary Blas F. Ople were read during the occasion.
The program saw the awarding of trophies and
prizes to the winners of the Intra-Office Table Tennis
Competition organized by Ambassador Villa. A total of
20 Filipino and Chinese staff of the Embassy displayed
their varying prowess in the indoor sport, with Charlie
Zheng Wenzhang and Johnny Zhang Xilin coming out
as champion and 1st runner-up, respectively. Raul
Guerrero, Francisco Noel Fernandez, and Samuel
Narbuada rounded up the list of winners.
Mrs. Tet Narbuada organized a Filipiniana fashion
show participated in by children of Embassy personnel
and led a performance of an originally choreographed
native dance together with Au Real, Dories Sy, and
Fatima De Leon.
The celebration was capped with videoke singing
by enthusiastic singers of the Embassy. Finance Officer
Celesty Diano set a computerized record score of 98 in
the videoke session, a feat remaining unsurpassed for
the day despite serious challenges from Joey Magaso
and newly-arrived Commercial Attaché Jorge Judan.

New Military and Commercial
Attachés assume post in Beijing

Col. S. Narbuada

Mr. J. Judan

Col. Samuel L. Narbuada and Mr. Jorge Mendoza
Judan have taken up their respective posts as Defense
Attaché and Commercial Attaché at the Philippine
Embassy in Beijing.
Col. Narbuada graduated from the Philippine
Military Academy in 1979. As a member of the
Philippine Army, he has served in various positions of
major responsibility in the Intelligence Service of the
AFP (ISAFP). Prior to his posting to Beijing, he was a
Group Commander of the Military Intelligence Group
under the ISAFP.
Col. Narbuada is married to the former Maria
Teresa B. Endozo with whom he has three children:
Samuel Terrence, Manuel Rupert, and Samantha
Therese.
Mr. Judan joined the Foreign Service Trade Corps
(FSTC) of the Philippine Department of Trade and
Industry in 1997. Prior to his posting to Beijing, he
served as Commercial Attaché at the Philippine
Embassy in Jakarta, Indonesia and was concurrently
accredited as Commercial Attaché at the Philippine
Embassy in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam.
He later on assumed the position of Commercial Attaché
at the Philippine Embassy in Tokyo, Japan.

